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they have lost someone; questionable 
circumstances, no camera, no wit-
nesses; and in some cases where there 
are witnesses who are not believed; in 
some cases where the camera reveals 
what others would have us not believe 
when we see it with our own eyes. 
There are some cases where we have 
had video, but we are told that we can’t 
believe our eyes. 

Thank God the jurors in the George 
Floyd case believed their eyes, believed 
what they saw, believed those officers 
who gave testimony. 

I hope that we will, at some point in 
our history, reach a time when we 
won’t have a Member of Congress have 
to engage with family members under 
these circumstances, but some things 
have to change before we will get to 
this time. 

One of the things that will have to 
change is a belief that has been called 
to our attention by some people who 
have been demeaned and vilified. And 
the belief is that Black lives matter. 

This is a powerful movement. 
Are there some persons who associate 

with the movement who may have done 
some things that I don’t approve of? 

Yes, many have. 
But this is a powerful movement. We 

have got to have persons who are 
armed, those who have the power of life 
and death, believe that Black lives 
matter. We have got to have them be-
lieve that you don’t have the right to 
punish a person after you have arrested 
the person. 

Notwithstanding what you heard a 
former President say, you don’t have 
the right to punish after you have ar-
rested. And you know he said it. 

b 1430 

He told peace officers—I like peace 
officer as opposed to police—when you 
are arresting a person you don’t have 
to be nice. 

Madam Speaker, once you have a per-
son within your care, custody, and con-
trol, that person’s well-being is in your 
hands. You don’t have the power or the 
right to punish them. You may have 
the power, but you don’t have the right 
to. You don’t punish 9 minutes and 29 
seconds, a knee on a neck—cruel and 
unusual punishment. You don’t have 
the right to do this. You may have the 
power, but you don’t have the right. If 
Black lives matter, then you wouldn’t 
do it. 

Not all police officers—not all peace 
officers—I prefer peace officer to po-
lice—not all, but those who do have to 
be punished, because we have got to let 
the world know that Black lives mat-
ter and that you have got to treat peo-
ple with the same level of dignity and 
respect that you want your child to re-
ceive and that you want your mother 
to receive, the same level of dignity 
and respect because Black lives mat-
ter. 

I will be with the Bearys this week-
end. There will be a vigil in Houston, 
and I will be there with them. My hope 
is that we will have heard something 

about their son’s demise from the offi-
cials who are charged with the respon-
sibility and an obligation to perform a 
just and fair investigation. My hope is 
that this will happen and that they 
will have some closures. 

Madam Speaker, I want Mr. and Mrs. 
Beary to know that I am never going 
to give up on this. Their son’s life 
mattered to me. I never met him, but 
his life mattered. I will be with them. 
I will be with them until the end. His 
life mattered. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

THE CRISIS AT THE SOUTHERN 
BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. C. SCOTT 
FRANKLIN) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in order to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLY). 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, this has been a confusing 
time period I think for most of Amer-
ica, and why the confusion is becoming 
so cluttered among us all is because we 
are using definitions that sometimes 
don’t seem to make sense for the situa-
tion that we are in. 

So I was thinking back, and not too 
long ago we were told that we don’t 
have to worry about our borders be-
cause we really don’t have a crisis 
there, what we have is a challenge. 

As we seem to constantly redefine or 
put different labels on what we know 
to be true, I think it is time for a mo-
ment of clarity. I went to Oxford Lan-
guages to find out just what a crisis is. 

So this is not my definition. This is 
what Oxford Languages has said: A cri-
sis is a time of intense difficulty or 
trouble or danger; a time when a dif-
ficult or important decision must be 
made. 

So what is it I am talking about? 
I am talking about our crisis at our 

borders. 
So why would a guy who lives in 

western Pennsylvania worry about 
what is happening on the borders in 
Texas and Arizona? That is almost 2,000 
miles away from where I live. That is 
almost 2,000 miles away from the peo-
ple I represent. How could it possibly 
impact them? 

So I would tell my friends that if you 
don’t think this is going to have an im-
pact in the community you live in, this 
is coming to a town real close to you 
real soon. 

In Erie, Pennsylvania, we are now 
housing about 150 young girls who have 
come from the border. Now, I don’t 
know where their starting point was. I 
know where their entry came, and I 
know now that these unaccompanied 
young ladies—they are 7 to 12 years 
old—have now been shuttled to Erie, 
Pennsylvania, into housing which is 
much better than what they were expe-
riencing at the border. They are living 
there now, and I am not sure that they 
know what the consequences of this re-
location means to them. 

I have been told that of those people 
who have come in, those little girls 
who have come in, approximately 30 of 
them have COVID. 

We sit in this House—the people’s 
House—and we debate issues that are 
sometimes very confusing and very 
conflicting and separate us as a people. 
This is not an issue that should sepa-
rate us. If we truly believe that there is 
a humanitarian crisis, then we should 
fix it in a humanitarian way. 

I have often been told that you can’t 
beat something with nothing. The pre-
vious administration under President 
Trump had a very clear policy about 
how we were supposed to handle the 
surge at our borders, a very clear proc-
ess, very clear what was to take place. 
That all changed. As the Biden admin-
istration came in, they said, no, this 
policy from the previous administra-
tion is untenable, it is not humane, and 
it is no longer going to be in existence. 

Again, Madam Speaker, you can’t re-
place something with nothing. My 
question to the administration through 
several letters and through several re-
quests for the HHS and the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, was answered 
with no answer at all. So if you have no 
policy you have no answer. 

If you continue to say that we really 
don’t have a crisis at our border, then 
you are either unaware or just choose 
not to say what you really have in 
mind, and you can only do that if you 
don’t really have anything in mind. 

Madam Speaker, I think that in the 
people’s House—and we are always de-
fined as who is in the majority and who 
is in the minority and who represents 
whom and whose best interests are 
being upheld, and I would just suggest 
that this is the people’s House. It is not 
called the Republic House or the Demo-
crat House. It is called the people’s 
House, and the people—the American 
people—need to have an answer to 
what is our policy on the border? 

What is our policy going forward? 
How are we going to relocate these 

children? 
They are children. My wife and I 

being the mother and father of four 
children and grandparents of 10 chil-
dren, I cannot imagine in my life hand-
ing over my grandchildren or my chil-
dren to somebody I don’t know and 
saying: Would you please get them to 
America where I know they will be 
safe, sound, and well-treated? 

This is truly a crisis. More impor-
tantly, this is a dereliction of duty by 
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the current administration. I am re-
questing that the Biden administration 
answer not just me from western Penn-
sylvania, the 16th Congressional Dis-
trict, but the people of America who 
deserve to know what this policy is, 
how it is going to be administered, and 
what do these contracts look like when 
we are transporting these children 
from one location to another, and, ulti-
mately, where are they supposed to 
land? 

Where are they supposed to find ref-
uge? 

Where are they supposed to find a 
loving family to take care of them? 

I have been told that 90 percent of 
these unaccompanied children are 
going to end up with family members, 
and my question is: Where did you col-
lect that data? 

I have granddaughters who were 12, 
and I have granddaughters who were 7. 
I think it would be a difficult question 
to ask them what their future looks 
like whenever they have been shuttled 
off to someplace far away from home 
by people they don’t know and then 
being told: Don’t worry, everything is 
going to be fine, and 90 percent of you 
are going to end up with a family mem-
ber. 

Really? 
Where is that data? 
I will close with this—and I really ap-

preciate the gentleman yielding—it is 
time for Americans to stand up and de-
mand that we have an answer to what 
our policy is at our border. 

What are we going to do with these 
children? 

If we are truly calling this a humani-
tarian crisis, then we need to have a 
humanitarian answer. No answer, no 
process absolutely is not the way 
America works. 

So I am calling on the administra-
tion today to please answer our ques-
tions. I will be in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
on Saturday where I will be able to 
physically examine where these chil-
dren are, and I will come back to Con-
gress with what I have seen happen. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I also rise to address 
the self-inflicted disaster occurring at 
our southern border. I, along with nine 
other Republicans in the House Over-
sight and Reform Committee, visited 
the border last week to see for our-
selves the national security and hu-
manitarian disaster that is wreaking 
havoc on our Nation. 

When our Border Patrol agents are 
pulled from their posts to deal with the 
swarms of children at processing facili-
ties, the remote border is left wide- 
open for the really bad folks to stroll 
right in. These aren’t people whom we 
see on television wearing Biden T- 
shirts, looking for the nearest Border 
Patrol agent so they can surrender to 
them. These are folks in full camou-
flage, ski masks, and usually armed, 
often with automatic weapons. 

These intruders who breach the re-
mote parts of the border illegally are 

referred to as get-aways. Because our 
agents are outnumbered, usually all 
they can do is simply document these 
groups as they pass on by. The nota-
tion for the records is simply 20 plus, 
even though there are often 40, 60, or 
even 80 or more people. 

In January and February alone, there 
were over 61,000 reported get-aways. 
That is a staggering amount, but be-
cause the 20-plus documentation gross-
ly underestimates the actual figures, 
agents told us the real number for the 
first 2 months of this year was prob-
ably closer to 120,000. 

Left unchecked, we are looking at 
750,000 get-aways breaking into our 
country this year alone. Again, these 
are not asylum seekers surrendering at 
the border. They are dangerous crimi-
nals, drug smugglers, human traf-
fickers, and terrorists who are willing 
to do anything to get into America and 
not be caught. Once they make it to 
Interstate 10, just a few miles north of 
the border, they can have easy access 
to any place in the country. 

This isn’t a border State problem. It 
is an unfolding national disaster of un-
precedented scope that must be ad-
dressed for the security of our country. 
Yet the Biden administration and my 
colleagues across the aisle refuse to 
even acknowledge the problem. So far, 
neither the President nor Vice Presi-
dent have bothered to visit the border. 

We can stop this manufactured crisis. 
First, we need to complete the border 

wall. We have construction materials 
laying idle in the desert. President 
Biden used to think the border wall 
was a good idea. It is time he stops 
cowing to the radical elements within 
his own party and do what he knows is 
right. The materials are there and the 
contracts to complete the work are in 
place, just sitting there. Just finish the 
job. 

Second, end the practice of catch and 
release and re-implement the Migrant 
Protection Protocols that proved so 
successful in reducing the number of 
border incursions. Officers shared with 
us that only 10 to 12 percent of people 
who come here seeking asylum have le-
gitimate cases. The rest are sent back. 
By requiring them to remain in Mexico 
while their asylum requests are adju-
dicated, roughly 90 percent who know 
their cases are bogus won’t risk the 
journey, and those who do have legiti-
mate causes to seek asylum will have 
it granted more expeditiously. That 
would be the humane course of action. 

We are, indeed, a nation of immi-
grants. Many industries in my home 
State of Florida, including agriculture, 
hospitality, and construction, depend 
on a steady flow of legal immigrants in 
order to function. But for America to 
remain the world’s brightest beacon of 
hope, we must acknowledge that a fun-
damental part of what makes it so at-
tractive is our adherence to the rule of 
law. 

Honest, law-abiding citizens like the 
Johnsons, the Coopers, and others we 
met at the border asked us to tell their 

story. They are not confident, though, 
that we will. They also want our gov-
ernment to know that they aren’t 
looking for special consideration. 
These are tough people who simply 
want the opportunity to live and work 
their land in peace and security with-
out having to live in fear. They want to 
know that we will not forget about 
them. We promised to share their 
story. We must not let them down. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 21, 2021 AT PAGE 
H2003 

COMMEMORATING 46TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF BLACK APRIL 

Mrs. STEEL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. STEEL. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise to commemorate the 46th anni-
versary of Black April. 

April 30, 1975, marked the fall of Sai-
gon and the end of the Vietnam war. 
Many Vietnamese Americans who were 
alive during the war remember this as 
the day that signified the loss of a 
country they once called home. 

The people left everything they knew 
to flee communism. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Vietnamese people have reset-
tled in the United States and built vi-
brant communities here. California’s 
48th District is the proud home of Lit-
tle Saigon, which is home to more Vi-
etnamese Americans than anywhere 
else in the United States. 

On Black April, I will join the Viet-
namese Americans in our community 
and around the country in honoring 
those who served in Vietnam, and 
those who lost their lives attempting 
to flee Communist rule. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until noon on Monday, April 26, 2021. 

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 43 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, April 
26, 2021, at noon. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–915. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Comptroller, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting the Department’s Agency Financial 
Report for Fiscal Year 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–916. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s 2020 Annual Re-
port of the Office of Minority and Women In-
clusion, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 5452(e); Public 
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